Classroom Assessment Techniques


What are ‘Classroom Assessment Techniques’ (CATs)?

Classroom Assessment Techniques (CATs) are simple, ‘in-class’ activities which are designed to give both the teacher and their learners useful feedback on what is being learned, as it is happening.  CATs are not graded and they can be anonymous.  They can be done at any point during a teaching session, at the beginning, during the middle or at the end.  CATs were conceived by Angelo and Cross (1993) and they have been elaborated since then.

Why should I use CATs?

· They can provide just-in-time feedback about the teaching-learning process
· They can help learners become better monitors of their own learning
· They encourage the view that teaching is an ongoing process of inquiry and reflection
· They provide concrete evidence that the teacher cares about learning

What are some examples of CATs?
1. The “Minute Paper” finds out what learners have learned, and what they have a question about. The teacher asks them to write a response to the questions below.  It can be done on a scrap of paper and take about a minute, (hence the name):
“What two things have you learned?” 
“What one question do you have now?”

2. The “Muddiest Point” finds out where learners are having difficulties.  The term “muddiest” means “most unclear”.  The teacher asks the learners to answer this:
“What was the muddiest point (eg in the tutorial / on the ward round)?”

3. The “What’s the Principle?” CAT is useful where learners are problem-solving.  Learners are provided with a few problems and asked to write down or state the principle that best applies to each problem.
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